Candidature: NC - Douglas Comer - US/ICOMOS
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Aysar Akrawi Dear Mr. Phillips,
Caroline Sidney Cheong, Ph.D.
Lisa Craig On behalf of the United States National Committee of ICOMOS
Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA (US/ICOMOS), | am pleased to nominate Dr. Douglas C. Comer, the president
R. Grant Gilmore IIl, Ph.D., RPA, of US/ICOMQS, for the positions of president or vice president of the
ICAHM Expert Member ICOMOS Advisory Committee.
Archer St. Clair Harvey
Peyton Hall, FAIA We believe that Dr. Comer would provide a most valuable and lasting
Leslee F. Keys, Ph.D. contribution to ICOMOQOS, drawing upon his experience with ICOMOS over
Zoe Leung many decades, his presidency of both a national and a scientific committee,
Brian Michael Lione his familiarity with the World Heritage Convention, his long and varied
Adam Markham experience in advancing the objectives set out in the Convention, and his
Nora J. Mitchell, Ph.D. familiarity with the protocols and history of ICOMOS. His extensive
John F. Smith, Ill experience includes his leadership of committees and his practical work that
Kathryn Washburn includes evaluating nomination dossiers, providing consultation on all manner
Sheree Wen, Ph.D. of conservation and preservation issues, and working to address threats to
Cherilyn E. Widell World Heritage Sites. Among the threats addressed by Dr. Comer are those
arising from conflicts, natural disasters, and landscape disturbances produced
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR by natural processes and human activities.

Jane Seiter, Ph.D.

In doing this, he has worked to develop and apply many emerging
technologies. He was also an early advocate for the importance of involving
local and indigenous communities in the planning and management of World
Heritage Sites, and is now a strong advocate for integrating this into the
upstream process. We suspect that few other candidates demonstrate the
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breadth and depth of knowledge and experience that Dr. Comer has with these matters.

US/ICOMOS looks forward to supporting Dr. Comer and his work with the Advisory Committee.

Sincerely,

Ellen Delage
Secretary, US/ICOMOS

Enclosures:

Biography
Electoral Platform Statement
Statement of Willingness to Serve
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Peter Phillips

Secrétaire général

ICOMOS

International Council on Monuments and Sites
Conseil International des Monuments et des Sites
11 rue du Séminaire de Conflans

94220 Charenton-le-Pont

France

Tel. +33(0) 141 94 17 59

Monsieur Phillips,

Au nom du Comite des Etats-Unis, Conseil International des Monuments et des
Sites (US/ICOMOS), jai le plaisir de nommer Dr. Douglas C. Comer, le
président de US/ICOMOS, pour les postes de président ou de vice-président du
comité consultatif de 'COMOS.

Nous pensons que Dr. Comer apportera une contribution précieuse et durable
a I''COMOS, en s'appuyant sur son expérience de plusieurs décennies avec
I''COMOS, sa présidence d'un comité national et d’un comité scientifique, sa
connaissance de la Convention du patrimoine mondial, son expérience avec la
réalisation des objectifs énonces dans la Convention et sa connaissance des
protocoles et de I'histoire de I'lCOMOS. Sa vaste expérience comprend la
direction de comités et la réalisation de travaux pratiques qui comprend
I'évaluation des dossiers de proposition d'inscription, la fourniture de
consultations sur toutes sortes de problémes de conservation et de préservation,
et le travail visant & remédier aux menaces pesant sur les sites du patrimoine
mondial. Dr. Comer a abordé des menaces telles que celles résultant des
conflits, des catastrophes naturelles et des perturbations du paysage produites
par les processus naturels et les activités humaines.

Il a travaillé pour développer et appliquer de nombreuses technologies
émergentes. 1l a également été I'un des premiers défenseurs de I'importance
d'impliquer les communautés locales et autochtones dans la planification et la
gestion des sites du patrimoine mondial, et il est maintenant un ardent
défenseur de I’intégration de cette méthode dans le processus en amont. Nous

1602 L Street, NW, Suite #617-618, Washington, DC 20036-5681, USA
Telephone: (202) 463-1291 | Fax: (202) 463-1299 | www.usicomos.org

United States Committee, International Council on Monuments and Sites

Comité des Etats-Unis, Conseil International des Monuments et des Sites

Comité de los Estados Unidos, Consejo Internacional de Monumentos y Sitios

Komuntetr CLWIA MexayHapogHOro coseTta no BonpocaM NamMATHUKOB U AOoCTONpuMeYaTenbHOCTN


http://www.usicomos.org/

Candidature: NC - Douglas Comer - US/ICOMOS

croyons que peu d’autres candidats démontrent I’ampleur et la profondeur des connaissances et de
I’expérience que Dr. Comer possede dans ces domaines.

US/ICOMOS se réjouit de soutenir Dr. Comer et son travail avec le Comité consultatif.

Sincerely,

Ellen Delage
Secretary, US/ICOMOS

Enclosures:

Biography
Electoral Platform Statement
Statement of Willingness to Serve
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Douglas Comer - Short Biography (English)

I have served as President of both a scientific and a national committee for [ICOMOS and have contributed
in other ways. I have served on the World Heritage Panel and have identified people qualified to conduct
the desk reviews and the site visits used by the World Heritage Panel when evaluating nomination dossiers.
I negotiated an arrangement with Springer Press for an ICAHM book series for which I am Senior Editor.
I have worked at numerous World Heritage Sites, where I helped develop management plans, interpretive
plans, operating plans, and visitor service plans, as well as limits of acceptable change studies, and advised
on nomination dossiers. I have undertaken consultation, conservation, and heritage management work on
six continents. One of my interests is the development and application of new technologies to heritage
management. | have received research grants from numerous agencies and have published extensively on
the use of remote sensing technologies in archaeology and cultural resource management.

Douglas Comer - Courte biographie (francais)

J'ai présidé un comité scientifique et un comité national pour ICOMOS et j'ai contribué de autres manicres. J'étais
membre du Panel du patrimoine mondial et j’ai identifié les personnes qualifiées pour effectuer les revues et les visites
des sites, qui ont été utilisé par le Panel en cours d'évaluation des dossiers de nomination. J'ai négocié un accord avec
Springer Press pour publier une série de livres ICAHM pour laquelle je suis rédacteur en chef. J'ai travaillé sur de
nombreux sites du patrimoine mondial, ou j'ai participé a 1'élaboration de plans de gestion, d'interprétation, d'opération
et de services aux visiteurs, ainsi que des études sur les limites du changement acceptable. J'ai conseillé sur la rédaction
des dossiers de nomination. J'ai entrepris travaux de consultation, de conservation et de gestion du patrimoine sur six
continents. L'un de mes grands intéréts est le développement et l'application de nouvelles technologies a la gestion du
patrimoine. J'ai recu bourses de recherche de nombreuses agences et j'ai publié de nombreux articles sur l'utilisation
des technologies de télédétection en archéologie et en gestion des ressources culturelles.
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Douglas C. Comer, Ph.D.

B.A., Anthropology and Psychology, Thomas Jefferson Colleges (now Grand Valley State University), Michigan,
1970,

M.A., Anthropology, University of Northern Colorado, 1975

Ph.D. Archaeology and Material Culture, University of Maryland, College Park, 1996.

Professional Experience

President of the United States National Committee for ICOMOS (US/ICOMOS), 2016 — present

President of the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee for Archaeological Heritage Management
(ICAHM), (Co-President 2009-2015, President 2015-2018)

Chair of the United States World Heritage Working Group, 2016

Chair, Nomination Committee for the Register of Professional Archaeologists 2015 — 2016

Governing Board Member, UNESCO International Centre on Space Technologies for Natural and Cultural
Heritage (HIST) in Beijing, China, 2015 — present

Visiting Associate, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech (JPL/NASA), 2015 — present

Member, ICOMOS Irag-Syria Working Group, 2014 — present

President, CSRM Foundation, 2000 — present

Principal, Cultural Site Research and Management (CSRM), May, 1999 — present

Chair, Maryland Governor’s Advisory Committee on Archaeology, 1988 — 1997

Chief, United States National Park Service Applied Archaeology Center, 1981 — May, 1999

Archaeologist, United States National Park Service, 1976 — 1981

Senior Editor, ICAHM Springer Press Publication Series

Section Editor, Conservation and Preservation, Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology (Springer Press)

Fellow, American Center for Oriental Research, Amman, Jordan.

Technical Advisory Committee Member, Historic Preservation Program, University of Maryland College Park
Member, NASA Socioeconomic Data Working Group

Relevant Awards and Grants

United States Ambassadors Fund Large Grant for Cultural Preservation 2018

NASA EPSCoR GEOCORE project (Modeling Fish Spawning Aggregation Sites), 2016

NASA EPSCoR Research Infrastructure Development Plan, 2016

Department of Defense Legacy Program Grant, Testing the DDM at Fort Irwin, 2016

Department of Defense Legacy Program Grant, Archaeological Site Detection and ~ Evaluation Using Lidar
and Multispectral Imagery in Heavily Vegetated Environments, 2014

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences
(ROSES) Grant: Climate Change and Human Occupation of the New World, 2013

Department of Defense Legacy Program Grant, Institutionalizing Protocols for Wide-Area Inventory of
Archaeological Sites by the Analysis of Aerial and Satellite Imagery, 2011

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences
(ROSES) Grant: Automating and Enhancing Protocols for the Development of Signatures for Archaeological
Sites Using Publicly Available NASA Imagery, 2008.

National Center for Preservation Technology and Training Grant, Merging Aerial High Resolution Radar and
Satellite Multispectral Data to Detect Archaeological Sites, 2005.

National Science Foundation Research Grant, Use of Synthetic Aperture Radar for Discovery of Archaeological
Sites in the Tropical Rainforest, 2004.

Department of Defense SERDP Grant, Developing Protocols for the Application of Synthetic Aperture Radar to
the Inventory of Archaeological Sites, 2002.

Kaplan Fund, Transfer of Technology from the Department of Defense to the Archaeological Community,
2000.

American Center of Oriental Research Grant, Three-dimensional Landscape Analysis of Beidha, in Southern
Jordan, 1999.

Fulbright Scholar in Cultural Resource Management, Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Center for
Archaeology and the Fine Arts (SEAMEO SPAFA) in Thailand, 1994
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Douglas Comer - Electoral Platform Statement

As officer of the advisory committee | will focus on the social and economic benefits that a World Heritage
Site designation can bring to local communities, including to indigenous populations, other regional
communities, and to host nations. Without this, our efforts to advance the causes of conservation and
preservation worldwide will encounter many roadblocks.

When the World Heritage Committee does not fully heed the recommendations of ICOMOS it is because
member states face great pressures to provide benefits to their citizens. To gain the support needed to
develop institutions and programs necessary for sustainable resource management, we must demonstrate
that World Heritage Sites can be engines for human benefit. We must be committed to implementing
sustainable conservation tactics that go hand in hand with sustainable benefits to human populations and
we must ensure that these benefits are not ephemeral or transitory.

We can make World Heritage Sites into catalysts for the realization of the objectives in Article 5 of the
World Heritage Convention. World Heritage Sites should be models of effective community involvement
and science-based management, informed by the social and natural sciences.

To achieve this goal, ICOMOS must become more involved in the upstream process, helping lay the
groundwork necessary for establishing sustainable management before and during the preparation of
nomination dossiers to the World Heritage List. The collaboration between the national and scientific
committees of ICOMOS will realize the connection between sustainable benefits to human populations and
sustainable conservation. | will encourage this more effective collaboration.
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Douglas Comer - Déclaration de plateforme électorale

En tant qu'officier du comité consultatif, je me concentrerai sur les avantages sociaux et économiques
qu'une désignation de Site du patrimoine mondial peut apporter aux populations autochtones et régionales
et aux pays hétes. Sans cela, nos efforts pour faire avancer les causes de la conservation mondial
rencontreront de nombreux obstacles.

Quand le Comité du patrimoine mondial ne suit pas les recommandations de ICOMOQOS, c'est parce que les
Etats membres font face a pressions pour offrir des avantages a leurs citoyens. Pour obtenir soutien pour
développer institutions de gestion durable des ressources, nous devons démontrer que ces sites peuvent étre
des moteurs pour le bénéfice humain. Nous devons nous engager a mettre en ceuvre des tactiques de
conservation durables qui vont de pair avec des avantages durables pour les populations humaines et nous
devons nous assurer que ces avantages ne sont ni éphémeres ni transitoires.

Nous pouvons faire des sites du patrimoine mondial des catalyseurs pour la réalisation des objectifs de
l'article 5 de la Convention du patrimoine mondial. Sites du patrimoine mondial devraient étre des modeles
de participation communautaire efficace et de gestion informée par les sciences sociales et naturelles.

ICOMOS doit s'impliquer pour aider a former les bases d'une gestion durable avant et pendant la préparation
des dossiers de nomination d'inscription sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. La collaboration entre les
comites nationaux et scientifiques de ICOMOS permettra d'établir le lien entre les avantages durables pour
les populations humaines et la conservation durable. Je vais encourager cette collaboration efficace.
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Douglas C. Comer, Ph.D.
Statement of Willingness to Serve
I wish to stand for the positions of President or Vice-President of the ICOMOS Advisory Council.

If elected President, I am willing and eager to serve. If not elected President, | would be willing to
serve on the Council or as Vice-President.

Douglas C. Comer, Ph.D.
Déclaration de volonté de servir
Je veux étre candidat aux postes de président ou de vice-président du Conseil consultatif

de I''COMOS. Si élu président, je suis enthousiaste a servir. Si je ne suis pas €lu président, je
serais disposé a faire partie du Conseil ou a assumer la fonction de vice-président.
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