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1. The Caring for Country webinar series
by Helen Wilson

In  this  Issue 2  of  our  newsletter ,  we introduce Webinar  2  in  our  ser ies  on Car ing 

for  Country  in the c l imate cr is is ,  Cl imate Change Adaptat ion for  Aborig inal  

Cultural  Her itage ,  presented by Pol ly  Mitchel l  and Jason Wilson. We wi l l  hear  

about  this  project  which aims to  increase the capacity  of  NSW Aboriginal  

communit ies  to  discuss  and consider  adaptat ion decis ion -making around c l imate 

change impacts.  How c l imate impacts  have been addressed recent ly  on tradit ional  

land at  Narran Lakes in central  north New South Wales  and how mutual  strength,  

l inkages and support  have been gained from interact ion between sc ient ists  and the 

Jo int  Management Committee wi l l  be discussed. (See 2.  for  more on this)

The Car ing For  Country  webinars  organized by the Car ing for  Country  Committee,  

led by Helen Wilson and Ker ime Danis  of  Austral ia  ICOMOS,  are part  of  the ICOMOS 

webinar  ser ies.  The webinars  wi l l  address  c l imate change and i ts  impacts  on 

cultural  her itage,  the land and tradit ional  pract ices  in  Oceania.  The ser ies  wi l l  

provide an opportunity  for  the voices  of  Indigenous people in Oceania to  be heard 

and to  discuss  Indigenous Heritage,  Cultural  Landscape and Cl imate Change in 

Austral ia ,  New Zealand and the Pacif ic .  The webinar  ser ies  wi l l  be fo l lowed by a  

face-to-face workshop on Car ing for  Country  in Cl imate Change at  GA2023 in 

Sydney.
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2. Webinar 2:
Climate Change Adaptation for Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage
in the ICOMOS WEBINAR SERIES 

Speakers:  Pol ly  Mitchel l  and Jason Wilson
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Caring For Country Webinars in the ICOMOS WEBINAR SERIES 

Webinar 2:  
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION FOR ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Rescheduled to Wednesday 8th September 2021,  12.00 noon AEST 

(approx.  1 hour 30 mins)

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jtQkDoitSkKrxk6S8-3T2w

Please Register  at:

Webinar ID:  871 3554 0226

Webinar password:  217245
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In  Webinar  2 ,  Pol ly  Mitchel l  wil l  out l ine the ‘Cl imate Change Adaptat ion for  

Aboriginal  Cultural  Heritage’  project  which aims to  increase the capacity  of  NSW 

Aboriginal  communit ies  to  discuss  and consider  adaptat ion decis ion -making 

around c l imate change impacts. The project  uses  the most  up to  date information 

and co-designed adaptat ion pathways,  to  work with Aboriginal  communit ies  to  

ident i fy  opt ions for  protect ing and adapt ing culture and her itage.  The process  

enables  the mult iple  points  of  v iews in the community  to  be heard,  and fosters  

discuss ions that  can form a considered strategy,  rather  than react ive response to  

indiv idual  c l imat ic  events.  Enabl ing these k inds of  discuss ions,  and how strategies  

and act ions are formed as  a  result ,  is  the goal  of  this  project .  

Jason Wilson wil l  ta lk  about  his  work tackl ing Cl imate Change Adaptat ion with the 

Narran Lakes Jo int  Management Committee and OEH in this  project .  Narran Lakes 

country  shows the effects  of  changes in c l imates over  eons.  Recent  c l imate 

change has impacted Narran Lakes country  and the cultural  her itage embodied in 

the country.  Mit igat ion measures have been taken by the Narran Lakes Jo int  

Management Committee to  protect  this  cultural  her itage and country.  
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Pol ly  Mitchel l  

Pol ly  Mitchel l  is  the Senior  Team Leader for  Cultural  and Ecosystem Adaptat ion in 

the NSW Department of  P lanning Industry  and Environment.  She has a  background 

in bio logical  conservat ion and engagement with Indigenous communit ies ,  and for  

the past  12 years  has  been working on c l imate change adaptat ion.  

She cares  deeply  about  proact ive response to  c l imate change for  our  natural  and 

cultural  protect ion.  Her  current  work program focuses on ident i fy ing adaptat ion 

act ions that  can support  the cont inuity  of  ecosystems,  species,  tangible  and 

intangible  cultural  values,  landscapes,  and pract ices,  from c l imate change.  

She’s  a lso  a  big fan of  snai ls…
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The pr imary object ive of  my past  and present  work is  to  incorporate Aboriginal  

Values into  water  init iat ives  within the Commonwealth and NSW Governments.  I  

have dedicated my l i fe  to  stop the ‘ intergenerat ional  cultural ,  spir i tual  and 

economic genocide’  and provide equity  for  my people.  

I  have worked in F isher ies  both State and Federal .  I  have ass isted in empowering 

MILDRIN,  NBAN and the CEWO as a  Local  Engagement Off icer ,  and current ly  enjoy 

Chair ing the Narran Lakes Jo int  Management Committee with OEH tackl ing Cl imate 

Change Adaptat ion.  

I  love my sport ,  t ravel ,  f ishing,  eat ing,  fr iends,  having a  yarn and capacity  bui lding 

the broader Aboriginal  community ,  last  but  not  least  I  love my Country  and 

Family .  I  have always conducted myself  according to  the strong tradit ional  values 

that  underpin my Aboriginal  customs and bel iefs ,  were I ’m conf ident  we wi l l  make 

a dif ference together.
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Jason Wilson

I  am a 51 year  o ld Aboriginal  man 

(Murr i )  of  the Kennedy -Morgan,  and 

Peter’s  Famil ies .  My Grandfather’s  

country  language is  Gomilaroi (Barwon 

River  and North-west  NSW) and my 

grandmother’s  Country  language is  

Youalaroi (Narran River  and North -west  

NSW).
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The webinars  in  the Car ing For  Country  webinar  ser ies  wi l l  address  di f ferent  

aspects  and examples of  the impact  of  c l imate change on lands,  Indigenous 

people and culture.  E ight  webinars  are planned,  f in ishing in ear ly  2022.

Tradit ional  lands and associated cultural  pract ices  through the process  of  

car ing for  country  are of  fundamental  importance for  Indigenous peoples.  

C l imate change is  impact ing on lands,  t radit ional  pract ices  and cultural  

her itage in Oceania and direct ly  and immediately  threatening this  

fundamental  re lat ionship.  

The f i rst  Webinar  in  the Car ing For  Country  ser ies,  ‘Oceania Wisdom for  a  

Cl imate Chance’ ,  was held on 4  August  2021.  A l ink  to  v iew this  webinar  wi l l  

soon be avai lable  on the ICOMOS website  at  Webinars by ICOMOS Committees and 

our partners - International Council on Monuments and Sites

The fo l lowing webinar  ‘Burning Country’  wi l l  d iscuss  the impact  of  culture and 

c l imate change on tradit ional  f i re  pract ices  and how Indigenous pract ices  can 

contain the answers  to  address ing damaged landscapes and c l imate change.  

A fo l lowing webinar  wi l l  look at  community  res i l ience and tradit ional  

pract ices  in  the Pacif ic  Is lands in adapt ing to  c l imate changes.  
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3. The Webinar Program
by Helen Wilson
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See the fu l l  a r t ic le :  ' Just  m agic ' :  F i r st  
b ig  f lows in  seven  year s  s tar t  key  
wet land  r eviva l  By Peter  Hannam,  
May  15,  2020

https://www.smh.co m.au/ en vi ronm en
t/conservat ion/ just -ma gic - f i r s t -b ig -
f lows- in -seven -years - star t -key -
wet land -reviva l -20 2 0 0 5 1 3 -
p54sqp.html

And  the assoc iated  SMH photo  essay
https://www.smh.co m.au/nat iona l/ns
w/wet land -reviva l -2 0 2 0 0 5 1 5-
h1o2x i .h tml
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4. …And the water returns

“Th is  wou ld  have 

been the  

meet ing  p lace 

[ fo r  the  

Yuwaalaraay ]  

wi th  peop le  

coming f rom 200 

k i lomet res , ”  

Jason Wi lson,  a  

loca l  ind igenous  

leader  and 

gu ide ,  sa id .  

Source: Biological Conservation.

Narran Lakes 
Photo credit: 
Mal Ridges

Big ra ins  that  fe l l  hundreds of  k i lometres  to  the north in the Condomine-
Balonne catchment in February  began transforming the Narran Lakes weeks 
later…but…St i l l ,  as  in  2013,  lake levels  are  not  high enough for  as  long as  is  
needed to  tr igger  a  breeding event  of  the scale  that  draws hundreds of  
thousands of  co lonial  waterbirds  such as  the straw -necked or  glossy  ibises.

C o m p i l e d  b y  H e l e n  W i l s o n  f r o m  t h e  S y d n e y  M o r n i n g  H e r a l d  a r t i c l e s  c i t e d  b e l o w .
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5. But is adding environmental water to our 
Ramsar affected wetlands in drought enough?

C o m p i l e d  b y  H e l e n  W i l s o n  f r o m  t h e  S y d n e y  M o r n i n g  H e r a l d  a r t i c l e s  c i t e d  b e l o w .

Professor  P ittock asks  Are we putt ing the r ight  amount  of  water  in  the r ight  place 

at  the r ight  t ime? . . .  The answer  is  ‘no’ .  (See Flow to  nowhere:  the disconnect  

between environmental  water ing and the conservat ion of  threatened species  in  

the Murray–Darl ing Basin,  Austral ia by Ryan,  A,  Col loff ,  M and P ittock ,  J . )

R ichard Kingsford,  a  conservat ion bio logist  at  the Univers ity  of  NSW said:

We need regular  report ing on key measures  such as  amount  of  f looding,  health of  

f lood dependent  vegetat ion and a range of  potent ial  other  measures  such as  

waterbird,  frog and f ish communit ies ,  adding that  many ecological  indicators  for  

Ramsar  s i tes  are in  decl ine.

Issues  such as  f loodplain harvest ing,  poor  protect ion of  environmental  f lows unt i l  

recent ly ,  c l imate change and the bui lding of  new dams and weirs  are just  

undermining the benef its  of  the Basin P lan,  also affect ing many Ramsar  s i tes ,  he 

said.

The in format ion  in  th is  newslet ter  comes f rom the SMH art ic les  below.  See the l ink  
below to  read  more about  th is  i ssue:  https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/the-fish-
and-bird-species-at-risk-from-our-failure-to-manage-wetlands-20210528-p57w78.html
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5. Caring For Country Committee: Pacific and 
Indigenous Voices on Culture, Heritage and 
the Climate Crisis

by Helen Wilson and Kerime Danis  

Co-Convenors,  Car ing For  Country  Committee

The Car ing For  Country  Committee has been operat ing s ince June 2020.  

The Committee comprises  most ly  ICOMOS members,  both Indigenous and non -

indigenous,  from Austral ia ,  New Zealand and the Pacif ic  Is lands.  We were recent ly  

accepted by Austral ia  ICOMOS as  an ‘off ic ia l ’  committee,  the ‘CARING FOR 

COUNTRY COMMITTEE,  a  Working Group of  Austral ia  ICOMOS’.  

We are working in the Cl imate Change,  Cultural  Heritage and Indigenous area and 

are busy organiz ing a  ser ies  of  webinars  in  2021 -2022. .  

Our Membership:

The Committee wi l l  run unt i l  GA2023 and conclude i ts  work after  the General  

Assembly  in Sydney in 2023 (GA2023).  We have inv ited Indigenous and non -

indigenous members  from Austral ia  and the Pacif ic  and we current ly  are looking 

for  more members  in NZ and the Pacif ic .  

I f  you are interested in joining the committee and contributing to the 

organization of  the webinars and later  workshop, please contact us at  

caringforcountry.web@gmail .com .

Our thanks to  Jaye Cook,  Associate Member of  Austral ia  ICOMOS and Member of  

the Car ing For  Country  Committee,  for  designing the graphics ,  logo,  and templates  

for  newsletter  and presentat ions for  the Car ing For  Country  Webinar  Ser ies.
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